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Legacy Foundations Come Together to 
Build Community
We are pleased to welcome you to the newly consolidated, statewide Front Porch Communities Foundation. The Covia Foundation 
and the Bethany Foundation officially merged into the Front Porch Communities Foundation on April 1. 

Last year, the three legacy foundations that served Front Porch 
communities were consolidated to form the new Front Porch 
Communities Foundation. With the completion of the regulatory 
paperwork and merger approvals for the Northern California 
foundations, we are proud to introduce this single Foundation that will 
serve all residents, communities, and programs throughout the Front 
Porch organization. We are better together as we continue our focus 
of putting caring and compassion into action with our supporters. 

Although the name may be new, the leadership is familiar. Heading 
the Front Porch Communities Foundation is Executive Director 
Katharine Miller, who served in the same role for Covia Foundation 
since 2012.

Foundation supporters can be assured that past gifts will always be 
used for the intended purpose, and gifts made going forward may 
be designated to support the community or the program you care 
deeply about. 

As a single foundation, the team is dedicated to learning about 
what is important to you, our supporters, partners, and friends, 
throughout our communities and in our programs. We look forward 
to working together to extend the culture of philanthropy that  
builds upon Front Porch’s vision of empowering individuals to  
live connected and fulfilled lives through community and innovation.

Be sure to read Foundation Board Chair Lynn North’s message on page 3 — and take a moment to appreciate the many stories contained 
here about residents who care deeply about their neighbors and their communities and the many ways they’ve put that caring into action 
through the Foundation.

For information about the Foundation, please connect with Katharine Miller, executive director, at kamiller@frontporch.net or 
818.254.4096. 

spring 2022 supporting life-changing services for seniors

Greater IMPACT,

Greater GOOD.

Residents Craft their Legacies 
Through Front Porch Communities 
Foundation
June Stand wanted to make sure her estate benefitted a cause that mattered to her. She lived at Spring 
Lake Village in Santa Rosa for nearly 10 years before her death last year. As her health declined, she 
wanted to make sure her will and trust were set up to have the most impact. June was friends with Jack 
and Deyea Harper at Spring Lake Village, and Jack, who had a career in banking, assisted June with her 
finances near the end of her life. June enjoyed her life at the community and asked Jack to help include 
Spring Lake Village as a beneficiary of her trust. 

“I remember June as a kind and caring person who truly loved Spring Lake Village and believed in the 
mission of the Foundation’s Circle of Friends to support residents who outlive their resources,” Jack said. 
“The gift from her estate will help others not as fortunate as her, and that meant a lot to June.”

Residents Craft their Legacies continues on page 3

Residents of Front Porch communities celebrate the joy of living in community,  
a spirit that is often expressed through charitable gifts to the Front Porch  
Communities Foundation.

June Stand left a gift in her will to  
benefit her neighbors and friends at 
Spring Lake Village.
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Residents at Front Porch communities care 
deeply about supporting the staff that provide 
them excellent care and service on a daily 
basis. One way many communities show that 
support is through the Employee Scholarship 
Fund, a core fund of Front Porch Communities 
Foundation. Front Porch’s first employee 
scholarship program was launched with a 
$500 gift and a big dream at Villa Gardens in 
Pasadena in 1993. Since then, residents have 
given generously to endow the scholarship 
fund, which topped $400,000 this year.

At Casa de Mañana in La Jolla, the Foundation’s 
Casa de Futuro Fund provides scholarships 
to children of Casa employees. Over the 
past two years, it has provided $55,000 
in scholarships to a total of 11 scholars. 
The program is a partnership between 
the Foundation and Casa’s scholarship 
committee to raise the funds, and the San 
Diego Foundation, which administers and 
disburses the funds. Awards typically range 
from $4,000 to $6,000 per student per year.

Mirian Roldan, a housekeeper at Casa de 
Mañana since 2013, and her daughter Betsy 
were each able to receive a scholarship to 
further their education, thanks to the Casa 
de Futuro Fund. Born in Mexico, Mirian 
learned English “on the job.” “I did my best to 
teach myself, but I always felt I needed more 
formal training,” said Mirian. In 2021, Mirian 
received a scholarship that helped her pay 
for two semesters of English classes, books 
and materials, and a laptop, an essential tool 
that enabled her to enroll in online classes 
through the Mid-City Campus of San Diego 
College of Continuing Education.

“There was no way I was going to be able to 
enroll in this class without a laptop,” Mirian 
said. “For that, I’m very grateful. I wanted to 

improve my English so I could communicate 
better with residents and my co-workers and 
serve this community the best I can.”

Betsy, Mirian’s daughter, used her Futuro 
scholarship funds to attend graduate school 
at the University of San Diego after attending 
UCLA for her undergraduate degree in 
psychology and Spanish, Community and 
Culture. She is now working on her master’s 
degree in marital and family therapy.

“It was surprising but wonderful that the 
Foundation has this opportunity available for 
children of employees,” Betsy said. “There 

are not many scholarships out there for 
graduate work so it’s been a lot of help. My 
mom knew I was worried about the cost for 
school so she encouraged me to apply.”

Front Porch residents appreciate the 
opportunity to serve those who care for 
them by investing in the futures of their local 
employees and their children.

Casa resident Dr. Kate Morton has been 
a longtime supporter of the Scholarship 
Fund, driven in part from gratitude for the 
help she received as a young medical doctor 
to immigrate to the United States. After 
moving into Casa in 2004, Kate wanted to 
“pay forward” the assistance she received 
by reinvigorating the employee scholarship 
program at Casa de Mañana. Kate saw much 
potential in growing the Scholarship Fund so 
she organized campaigns, got the word out 
via the resident newsletter, Casa Connections, 
and told anyone who would listen about the 
importance of supporting employees who 
wanted to better themselves educationally but 
who did not have the financial resources to do 
so. 12 years later, Kate saw an unmet need for 
scholarships to benefit children of employees 
at Casa. She laid the groundwork to establish 
and grow the Casa de Futuro Fund.

“As a physician, I have done a lot of teaching, 
and I value the importance of an education,” 
Kate said. “My background inspired me to 
pass on my good fortune to others. I am 
pleased with the results.”

“Over the years, Kate has been a driving 
force behind the Scholarship Fund at Casa,” 
said Keith Church, Front Porch Communities 
Foundation gift officer. “Without her support, 
the Fund would not be as strong as it is 
today.” 

Mirian Roldan and her daughter Betsy received 
scholarships from the Front Porch Employee Scholarship 
Fund to help further their education.

Foundation Scholarship Makes Dreams a Reality
More than 20 years ago when Kohar 
Kelkelyan earned her bachelor’s degree 
in social work from Rhode Island College, 
she intended to immediately continue her 
education and pursue her master’s degree 
in the same field. However, she said, “life  
got in the way.”

“I ended up getting married and raising 
a family,” Kohar said. “I put my master’s 
degree on hold to focus on other priorities. 
And then there was the cost. I was not in  
a position to continue my education at  
that time.”

Flash forward almost two decades, and 
Kohar is now the director of social services 
at Villa Gardens in Pasadena, a position 
she has held for 17 years. “It was always a 
personal and professional goal of mine to 
get a master’s degree. I felt the time was 
right, but the cost was a barrier. Fortunately, 
thanks to a Front Porch scholarship, I was 
able to make it a reality.”

Four years ago, Villa’s executive director 
encouraged Kohar to apply for an 

educational scholarship through the 
Foundation. “The process was easy, and 
I was thrilled when I found out I qualified 
for a $1,000 scholarship to use toward my 
degree at Cal State LA. I couldn’t be more 
grateful. Earning my master’s degree gave 
me the confidence and empowerment to  
do an even better job at Villa. When I first 
came here, I knew immediately that this 
is where I wanted to work and build my 
career. The support Villa Gardens and the 
Foundation have given me over the years 
has confirmed that.” 

“It was always a personal and 
professional goal of mine 
to get a master’s degree. 
I felt the time was right, 
but the cost was a barrier. 
Fortunately, thanks to a Front 
Porch scholarship, I was able 
to make it a reality.”
—  Kohar Kelkelyan, director of social 

services at Villa Gardens

Resident support of the Foundation’s Employee 
Scholarship funds helped Kohar Kelkelyan enhance the 
skills she brings to Villa Gardens.

Investing in Those Who Care
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Many people think that writing a will is only for the very rich, but 
anyone with a family, home, or assets of any kind should have one. 
For many donors, an estate gift or bequest enables them to make 
a larger gift after death than their finances would allow them to  
do during their life.

Patty Trever, a Walnut Village resident, has had a distinguished 
career in the U.S. Foreign Service, traveling and living in places like 
Africa, Kuwait and East Germany, but the love of her current home, 
Walnut Village in Anaheim, has prompted her to leave a legacy by 
naming Walnut Village as a beneficiary in her estate plan.

“I was very active in the Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Virginia and 
now here in Southern California,” Patty said. “My faith has instilled 
in me the importance of service to others. I have a very strong 
belief that God created us and wants us to share what we have  
with other people who may not have had all the blessings that we 
have had.”

Through a charitable trust, Patty and her husband have chosen 
to leave 25% of their estate to Walnut Village, where she has lived 
since 2016. She served on the community’s Resident Council 
for two years, which gave her the opportunity to understand 
the values held by Front Porch’s original philanthropic partner, 
California Lutheran Homes and Community Services, and its 
successor, Front Porch Communities Foundation.

“We really enjoy life here at Walnut Village and all of the 
opportunities it gives us,” Patty said. “Through my experience,  
I realize the impact philanthropic donations can make in  
improving lives, not only here at Walnut Village but in the  
greater community.”

At the heart of the Front Porch mission is creating community.  
The engaging communities that residents and staff have built have 
an enormous impact on people’s lives. Many residents want  
a way to show their gratitude and appreciation for their community 
by leaving a legacy gift in their will or trust through the Front Porch 
Communities Foundation. For information on leaving a legacy 
gift in your will or trust, contact Katharine Miller, Front Porch 
Communities Foundation executive director, at  
kamiller@frontporch.net or 818.254.4096. 

Residents Craft their Legacies continued from page 1

The Impact of a Gift
When Bruce Watts moved to 
Sunny View in Cupertino, he 
found a great support system that 
became like a family. He wanted 
to support every aspect of the 
community, especially residents 
and staff, by making sure 
residents had the best experience 
possible. “His biggest and most 
proud moment was developing 
the Emergency ‘Grab and Go’ bags 
for residents,” Nelson Rodrigues, 
Sunny View executive director, 
remembers. The bags contain 

essentials one would need in an emergency, so they can be 
grabbed on the way out the door. 

“Bruce was instrumental 
in helping develop the 
right components of the 
‘ingredients’ of the bag,” 
Nelson says. Bruce made a 
donation to supply bags to all 
current residents, and made 
a provision in his estate that 
will enable Sunny View to 
provide future residents 
with a bag as well.

“That is Bruce in a nutshell: 
he always wanted to do 
the best for residents,” said 
Bill Penrod, who served as 
Sunny View’s development 
director for 10 years. 
“Whether it was technology 
to improve the lives of 
residents, or special treats 
for the staff to help them feel appreciated, his intent was to 
make sure Sunny View was the best possible place to be.” 

Sunny View resident Gennie Waters is 
grateful to have her “Grab and Go” bag 
for emergencies thanks to Bruce Watts’ 
legacy gift.

Sharing Our Gifts, Accomplishing Your Dreams
It is an honor to serve as Chair 
of the Front Porch Communities 
Foundation Board of Directors, as 
we bring together five foundations 

into a single Front Porch 
Communities Foundation to serve 
our residents, communities, and 
programs. I have been fortunate 
to be part of the Front Porch 
family for 25 years. My parents 
lived at Sunny View in Cupertino, 
and I was proud to serve on the 
Sunny View Foundation Board. 
Over the years, as Board Chair 
of the Sunny View Foundation, 
I became acquainted with 
residents and colleagues 
throughout the organization. 
To this day, I am inspired by the 
community connections that are 
at the heart of the Front Porch 
mission and are fostered by 
residents, their family members, 
staff, and friends.

Although we have completed the 
consolidation of our five separate 
foundations into the Front Porch 
Communities Foundation, we 
want to assure supporters that 

we will always maintain funds 
for each of our communities 
and programs. In that way, 
supporters can be confident 
that their previous gifts will 
always be used as they intended 
and, moving forward, donors 
can support the community or 
program that they choose. With 
a consolidated Foundation, we 
are able to be more efficient 
and focus our energies on what 
is important: helping donors 
support life-changing services in 
the Front Porch communities and 
programs they care about.

The first Front Porch community 
opened its doors 114 years 
ago and, ever since, residents, 
their families, and friends, have 
planted the seeds through 
charitable gifts to nurture the 
communities and services into 
the future. We have all benefitted 
from this ongoing commitment 

to building community and 
supporting vibrant quality of life, 
and I am proud to be a part of 
carrying that tradition forward. 

Our hope with the Community 
Matters newsletter is to share 
with you some of the ways 
that people throughout our 
organization support that 
tradition through the Foundation. 
We invite you to share with us 
your hopes and aspirations for 
the Front Porch communities and 
programs, and look forward to 
working together to accomplish 
your dreams. 

My best to you,

Lynn North 
Chair, Front Porch Communities 
Foundation

Lynn North, chair of the Front Porch 
Communities Foundation Board of 
Directors, believes in the spirit of 
connection and caring that are at the 
heart of the Foundation.
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Giving Back Through Gratitude
Barbara Carovano has deep roots in Northern California. Her parents met while attending 
University of California at Berkeley. Her husband, Martin, received his Ph.D. in economics and 
Barbara studied art history at Cal as well. Martin’s career took them to the East Coast, but 
when he eventually retired, the couple moved back to the Bay Area. Not long afterward, when 
Martin was diagnosed with Parkinson’s, “we knew it was time to find a permanent place to 
live,” Barbara said.

Barbara and her husband found St. Paul’s Towers in Oakland by a happy accident. While 
attending a concert at Zellerbach Hall, they met someone who told them about her wonderful 
home at a community in Oakland. They were so intrigued that they decided to take a tour, fell 
in love with an apartment with incredible views, and never looked back. The Carovanos moved 
to St. Paul’s Towers in 2016 and became active members of the community. “I’m on the Music 
Committee and the Ambiance Committee, in addition to being involved with the End of Life 
Committee, which has been very rewarding,” Barbara says. “While Martin was ill and when he 
passed away in 2019, everyone on the skilled nursing floor was very supportive, as were a great 
many people in the larger SPT community.” That support, says Barbara, is a big reason why she 
chooses to support the Circle of Friends resident assistance fund through the Foundation. 

Residents to Gather in Support of Resident 
Assistance Fund

Residents at many of the Northern California life plan communities 
will gather on June 9, 2022 to enjoy a special dinner together to raise 
awareness and support of the Front Porch Communities Foundation’s 
Northern California resident assistance funds, called the Circle of 
Friends. The Foundation and a committee of residents will team up 
with dining partner Morrison, the executive chefs of Spring Lake 
Village (Santa Rosa), St. Paul’s Towers (Oakland), Webster House 
(Palo Alto), and San Francisco Towers to design a special menu for 
the meal. All residents will be invited to share a meal with friends at 
their community and learn about the Foundation’s assistance fund, 
which provides support for residents who outlive their resources.

Front Porch’s Southern California communities also support resident 
assistance funds. Resident Assistance, also called “benevolence” 
or “charitable care” at some communities, is a core philanthropic 
program of Front Porch Communities Foundation. For decades, 
residents of Front Porch communities have supported their neighbors 
in need by giving to these programs. The residents of Vista del Monte 
in Santa Barbara have been particularly dedicated to supporting this 
cause. Spurred into action out of appreciation for their long-time 
executive director, Charles Frazier, the residents of Vista del Monte 
started their campaign to endow their resident assistance program 
in 1999. Thanks to their efforts and generosity, the Charles E. Frazier 
Resident Assistance Endowment Fund sits at nearly $3.5 million. 

The safety net that resident assistance programs provide offers peace of mind to residents at all the supported communities. Giving to your 
local resident assistance program through Front Porch Communities Foundation ensures that this safety net will remain in place in the future. 
As one resident put it succinctly, “Any of us could have the need.” 

Residents at San Francisco Towers gathered in June 2021 to share a meal in support of 
the Circle of Friends resident assistance funds, helping those neighbors at the community 
who outlive their resources.

Who Receives Assistance throughout Front Porch

MARITAL STATUS:

87%  
single

LEVEL OF CARE:
37% higher level of care 

(Memory Care, Assisted Living, 
Skilled Care)

LENGTH OF RESIDENCY:

16  
years

AVERAGE AGE:

91½ 
years

GENDER:

86%  
female

“Supporting the Circle of Friends is my way of giving back to the 
St. Paul’s Towers community as a sign of gratitude for what I’ve 
received from them.”
—  Barbara Carovano, St. Paul’s Towers resident
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Golf Tournament to Raise Funds for Isolated Seniors

The Foundation’s Celtic Cup Golf Tournament was started in 2012 to 
raise funds for seniors in need. This year’s golf tournament will take 
place August 8, 2022, at the Berkeley Country Club overlooking the 
Golden Gate Bridge. Funds raised will benefit Front Porch’s Community 
Services division, which focuses on four areas of impact: food security, 
stable housing, creative engagement, and social connection.

The Community Services division has grown over the years to 
provide five flagship programs: 

 •  Market Day, providing fresh fruits and vegetables in a market 
setting in affordable housing communities, senior centers,  
and churches.

 •  Home Match, connecting homeowners and home seekers to 
create financial stability and social connection.

 •  Creative Spark, encouraging creativity and inspiration to 
broaden perspectives and enhance life.

 •  Social Call, creating one-on-one matches by phone for weekly 
conversations and lasting friendships.

 •  Well Connected/Well Connected Español, offering classes, 
groups and sessions by phone and computer, to create shared 
experiences, learning and personal growth.

The isolation inflicted on older adults by the pandemic over the last 
two years had a particular impact on the growth of the connection 
programs, Social Call and Well Connected/Well Connected Español. 
Well Connected, which started in 2004, and its companion, Well 
Connected Español, are largely participant-led, providing a space for 
people from the United States (and sometimes beyond) to support 
one another through phone- and online-based groups, classes, and 
events. Social Call was originally founded in 2009 as an in-person 
friendly visiting program to connect older adults and volunteers for 
one-on-one weekly conversations in English or Spanish. In 2018, 
the program launched visits by phone or video, which expanded 
availability throughout the United States. Today, these virtual 
connection programs reach 3,900 individuals a year.

What sets these programs apart, says Tracy Powell, vice president of 
the Community Services division, is the importance of reciprocity — 

what participants give each other, and how they shape the programs. 
“Back in the day, we designed programs somewhat paternalistically, 
as in ‘we’ll fix this for you.’ Now we focus on engaging participants to 
help create their own solutions.” 

Amber Carroll, senior director of Connection Programs, emphasizes 
that Community Services programs “are not a resource for ‘them’ — 
people out there. We are collectively a resource for everyone — every 
resident, every staff person,” as well as the community at large.

“I believe we can be leaders of doing this work that demonstrates 
our social accountability,” Tracy said. “It’s something that residents, 
staff, family members, and board members can be proud of. I’m 
grateful for Front Porch’s commitment to dedicate time and financial 
resources to make an impact on people’s lives as well as social 
challenges. I think we embody the values of Front Porch and the work 
we do is another way to think about how to live out those values.”

For more information on Front Porch Community Services 
connection programs, call 877.797.7299 or email  
connections@frontporch.net 

Participants in Well Connected Español join in classes and discussion sessions on a 
variety of topics from art history to advice and support on aging at home.

Join us for the 11th Annual Celtic 
Cup Golf Tournament, supporting 
life-changing services for seniors.

Monday, August 8, 2022
BERKELEY COUNTRY CLUB

save the date
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Neighbors Helping Neighbors
For Carlsbad By The Sea resident Clara Wentland, the Front Porch Communities Foundation’s funds 
to help support residents who outlive their resources exemplify the power of partnership between 
the Foundation and the residents. “I think donating to a charitable care fund to assist residents is an 
expression that community matters, and I consider it a privilege to be part of that partnership with the 
Foundation,” Clara said.

Clara moved to Carlsbad By The Sea in November 2019, just months before the pandemic limited 
socialization among residents. As many of the pandemic restrictions were lifted, Clara realized how much 
she had missed. “It was heaven to reconnect with my neighbors,” Clara said. “I realized how much they 
mean to me. It also reinforced my belief that neighbors helping neighbors is a vital part of my life.”

Clara, who chairs Carlsbad By The Sea’s Philanthropy Committee, donates to the fund via her individual 
retirement account (IRA). People who are age 70½ or older can contribute up to $100,000 from their 
IRA directly to a qualified charity and avoid paying income taxes on the distribution. This is known as a 
qualified charitable distribution.

“It is very special that the Foundation has this fund to help those residents who are struggling financially,” 
Clara said, emphasizing that those receiving financial assistance remain anonymous to their neighbors 

and most staff. “When you get on this road called life, you never know where it’s going to take you. Most people who move to a community 
like Carlsbad By The Sea are planners and savers, but these are unique times, and people are running out of money quicker. Some things 
you can’t plan for — a major illness, death of your spouse, and the rising cost of medication. This fund keeps residents connected to their 
community despite their financial situation.” 

Make a difference today with a gift at frontporch.net/philanthropy

800 N. Brand Blvd. 19th FL 
Glendale, CA 91203 

818.254.4096

fpcf@frontporch.net

Greater IMPACT,

Greater GOOD.


