




From world travelers to community builders:  
the story of Pat and Linda
For Pat Stein and Linda Scott, life has always been 
an adventure. After both being widowed, they 
found each other in a birdwatching class in 2009. 
That shared interest blossomed into a new life 
together, one filled with travels to far-flung locales 
like Cuba and Micronesia for world-class snorkeling.

But even the most seasoned travelers know the 
importance of a safe harbor. A few years ago, Pat 
and Linda made a practical and forward-thinking 
decision. “We realized as we aged we wouldn’t  
be able to sustain our lifestyle,” Linda shared, noting 
that in-home help would be too expensive for them. 
They sought a community that could provide vibrant 
living today and security for tomorrow. After a two-
year wait for the perfect unit, they found their home 
at Spring Lake Village in Santa Rosa. “We were 
looking for a place with care for the rest of our 
lives,” Pat says, “and this is it.”

Today, their adventures are closer to home but no 
less exciting. Their daily calendar is a testament  
to the vibrant life the community offers. “There’s so 
much to do!” Linda says with a laugh. “I love the pool, 
the exercise classes and the Wellness department.”

Pat and Linda are fully woven into the fabric of this 
community, both enjoying its benefits and actively 
contributing to its warmth. They have even taken 
leading roles in shaping the resident experience  
as co-chairs of the Neighbor-to-Neighbor committee, 
which welcomes new residents and helps them  
get involved.

This deep appreciation for their community is what 
inspired Pat and Linda to become dedicated donors. 
Their reason is simple, yet profound.

“We think it’s a good cause,” Pat explains. “Another 
facility evicted a person because they couldn’t 
afford to live there anymore. That’s not right.”

Life is unpredictable, and financial circumstances 
can change, especially on a fixed income. For Pat 

and Linda, ensuring their neighbors have security  
is paramount. “At this stage, we appreciate the 
safety net,” Linda added.

That safety net has a name: the Circle of Friends 
Resident Assistance Fund. It exists for one reason: 
to ensure that no resident is asked to leave because 
of financial hardship beyond their control. It’s a promise 
of security, dignity and peace of mind. Pat and Linda 
found more than just a home at Spring Lake Village; 
they found a cause worthy of their support. They 
ensure that the community that welcomed them 
with open arms can do the same for every resident, 
today and always. 

Pictured here on their trip to Scotland, Linda Scott and 
Pat Stein traveled extensively before moving to Spring 
Lake Village. Now they put their energy into improving 
their community through their time and generosity.
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What is the Legacy Society?
• �It’s an expression of your desire to take care of the future 

of your community, long after your own residency ends.

• �It’s the tangible impact of past residents caring for current 
residents, and current residents caring for future residents.

• �It’s about looking out for the neighbors and friends you 
know now, as well as those who have yet to move in.

Just as you remember when you first came to Front Porch, 
you can imagine those future residents, settling into 
your community, making new friends and perhaps even 
planning their own legacies someday. By including Front 
Porch Communities Foundation in your estate plans, you 
become part of that inspiring cycle of generosity.

Making it simple
You can accomplish your charitable plans through:

•	 A simple provision in your will or estate.

•	� A beneficiary designation for your life insurance policy, 
retirement plans, or a bank or investment account.

Of course, you will want to discuss your estate plans 
with your financial or legal advisor to determine the best 
approach for your unique situation.

Making a lasting impact
Your legacy gift can be designated to:

•	� Your community: Assisting residents who outlive their 
resources through the Circle of Friends or enhancing 
the quality of life at your community for generations  
to come.

•	� Support for Front Porch team members: Emergency 
support or scholarships for the dedicated team 
members who make our organization so special

•	� Foundation impact: Be at the forefront of advancing 
a new vision of aging by building stronger community 
connections and elevating the standard of compassionate 
care for all.

Next steps
Reach out to the Foundation team at fpcf@frontporch.net 
with any questions or to let us know of your gift intentions. 

Plant a gift 
for the future: 
legacy giving  
at Front Porch
Generous donor support through 
Front Porch Communities 
Foundation has made an 
immense and measurable 
difference to residents, program 
participants, Front Porch 
team members and the wider 
community. Because of gifts from 
people like you, more people 
are able to enjoy the benefits 
of a thriving and supportive 
organization.

There’s an opportunity for you  
to extend your impact by creating 
a lasting legacy. If you include 
the Front Porch Communities 
Foundation in your estate plans, 
you can ensure that your love and 
compassion for your community 
or favorite program continues to 
resonate for generations to come. 

You might have already included 
a bequest to your alma mater, 
a favorite charity or an arts 
organization in your estate plans. 
It’s a way to ensure that causes 
you care about continue to thrive. 
At Front Porch, there is a similar 
opportunity to join the Front 
Porch Communities Foundation 
Legacy Society.

As a member, you’ll receive special 
recognition (with your permission) 
in Foundation materials and  
at Foundation events.
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Beyond our walls: strengthening community
At Front Porch Communities Foundation, our vision 
is rooted in the belief that our responsibility extends 
beyond our properties and into the communities we 
all share. We are driven to build stronger connections, 
elevate the standard of compassionate care and 
advance a new, more positive vision of aging for all.

Our work is focused on three key areas for external 
impact.

1 Forging community through  
new connections

Social isolation is one of the most significant 
challenges of the modern world, and it can’t be 
solved by buildings alone. That's why we create 
community that transcends physical walls. Through 

innovative programs like Home Match, we pair 
older adults with other people seeking affordable 
housing options, turning spare rooms into hubs 
of friendship and mutual support. For those who 
are homebound or in more rural environments, 
programs like our Well Connected virtual community 
offers a powerful antidote to loneliness, connecting 
thousands to classes and conversations that generate 
relationships, finding purpose and joy where they 
may otherwise may not be easily found.

Beyond that, we invest in joy as a cornerstone  
of well-being through our creative engagement 
programs. When groups gather for workshops, they 
do far more than just make art. They engage their 
minds, build new skills, and form deep friendships, 
taking the chance to unleash the creativity that is 
scientifically linked to better cognitive health.

Making these life-changing connections takes 
more than just good intentions. It requires a strong 
infrastructure, dedicated expertise, and the creative 
vision to turn a simple opportunity into a lasting 
relationship.

2 Elevating the standard  
of care for all

The quality of care for millions of older adults 
depends on a stable, respected and well-trained 
workforce. A rapidly growing older population  
is creating a critical shortage of caregivers —  
a challenge that affects everyone. As a nonprofit 
leader, we are committed to being part of the 
solution, not just for ourselves but for the entire 
aging services sector. We need a “rising tide to lift 
all our boats” and feel a responsibility to build those 
waves. We are committed to becoming a teaching 
organization, investing in professional development 
and career pathways for our team members and 
sharing our knowledge openly with peers.

This philosophy of collaboration over competition 
drives us to partner with other providers and all 
manner of learning institutions, including colleges 

After living in the same home for over five years, this 
family of three, along with their beloved pit bull, found 
themselves in need of new housing. Through the Home 
Match network, a generous homeowner in El Sobrante 
had two rooms available and, when asked if she would 
consider sharing her home with a family, she didn’t 
hesitate to say yes. But the story gets even better — 
she also welcomed their dog into her home without  
a second thought. 

After their first meeting, the homeowner joyfully shared, 
“I looove them! The dog too! I’m going to adopt them 
into my family.” 
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